
 

EMERGENCY ALERTS 

Imminent Threat Extreme. 

BALLISTIC MISSILE 

THREAT INBOUND TO 

HAWAII SEEK 

IMMEDIATE SHELTER.  

THIS IS NOT A DRILL. 

Expiration: Jan 13, 2018 

6:07 pm   

 

January 13 is the day my 
teacher passed. I was 
preparing to leave my house 

for the Dojo for the annual ceremony when I received a call. One of those things. Hadn’t 
paid any attention to my phone so I didn’t see the emergency alert come through. January 
13.   

Lucky thing most folks in Hawai‘i are connected to any source that you may need. Like 
someone in the news, or someone who works in civil defense. Amidst the confusion, there 
was personally-sourced data to rule out an immediate threat. So Na‘alehu went back to his 
crew filming the 5th annual Hawaiian language contest at the Old Airport facility in Kona, 
and I proceeded up the street to the Dojo.   

20 minutes later, I set this kado, and knew that my mind was alert, yet 
calm. Time to suit up in ceremonial robes, and do our thing… chant to 
gather and share essential energy in the universe.  It would take 38 
minutes for the false alarm message to be sent out, and much longer 
before I would know that as the phone was now turned off, tucked away.  
Our numbers were small. Plenty folks stayed closer to home. Our ki `ai – 
essential spiritual energy – particularly strong, surpassing mere voice. Just 
as it is.  

We all know that life is short. Even so, a startling reminder can be quite 
focusing. Living fully in cyclonic times can be stressful, or we can shed the 
what-ifs and why-nots along with the stuff we carry around that, in the 
final scheme of things, mean nothing if our life is short. Live with purpose. 
Love. Breathe and care. Pause to reflect. There is no theat that can erase 
our humanity if we live as if all life counts.   

Me ke aloha nui. With much love. NW  

(P.S. The lychee are holding on)                                                                                    


